PEACEMAKING  BETWEEN   SULTANS

a rumour came that the Fadhli Sultan was arriving with a large army.
Investigations showed that there were only seven of them all told.

As they drew near 'Aidarus and his followers and myself went Forward
to meet them. The two Sultans embraced like long-lost brothers and their
men fired salutes. We returned to the carpet and I gave the .Sultan and
Uncle Muhammad some tea and water as they were very thirsty. We then
got down to business and I repeated to them both together most of* what
I had' already told them separately.

"Sultan 'Aidarus," I said to the Fadhli, "has mentioned certain fields
to me, that you yourself have said nothing about, and so tell me your side
of the story."

As the Fadhli Sultan consistently evaded the question I began to feel
that there was something in it.

"I can explain," said Uncle Muhammad, "the question of the lands
has been discussed before the 'Abdali Sultan and was ruled to be dead/*

"The case is pending at Lahej," broke in the Fadhli, "and fve not come -
here to discuss business but merely to pay a friendly visit to you and the
Lower Yafa'i Sultan."

"I'm surprised at your speaking like that,'* I said, "you know quite
well that I have spent most of my time since being your guest trying to
persuade you to come to some sort of arrangement and I've been saying
the same things to Sultan 'Aidarus as I have said to you. I haven't the
least wish to interfere but only to help and if that's your attitude I'm sorry
I've wasted my; time and tired myself out for nothing."

"I'm prepared to give a pledge," said Fadhli, "that I will submit to
any decision which Sultan Abdul Karim1 may pass." .

After some discussion Sultan 'Aidarus agreed to do die same. Each
Sultan then drew zjambiya from the belt of one of his followers and handed
them to me, repeating that they would accept any decision given. When
the pledges had been~ given to me we drank a loving-cup of somewhat
tepid water from the lid of my thermos flask and the party broke up amiably.

We parted from the Yafa'is with mutual hopes for an early meeting
and rode on to 'Ubar ash Shab'a. Here the tent had been pitched and
Zaidi had some very welcome tea ready. We drank gallons of it but ate
only three biscuits between us, . After this we lay on the floor and slept for.
aa hour and a half and then started for Zinjibar after I had thanked the
* Aqfl for hb hospitality and told him not to indulge in a$y mote wk
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